Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 128 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.025; wR factor = 0.100; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
The Zn atom in the title compound, [Zn(C 17 H 14 ClN 2 O) 2 ], is N,O-chelated by two deprotonated Schiff base monoanionic ligands in a tetrahedral coordination geometry. The Zn atom lies on a special position of site symmetry 2.
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Data collection
Bruker APEXII diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.714, T max = 0.840 17664 measured reflections 3352 independent reflections 3023 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.025 (Ng, 2008) ; the low-temperature structure is identical to the room-temperature structure (Chen et al., 2007) . The present compound has a chlorine substituent but this does not lead to significant changes to the bond dimensions of the central metal.
Experimental
The Schiff base ligand was synthesized by the reaction of tryptamine (0.32 g, 2 mmol), 5-chlorosalicylaldehyde (0.24 g, 2 mmol) and zinc acetate (0.19 g, 1 mmol) in ethanol. There organic reagents were first heated for an hour. Zinc acetate was then added followed by excess of triethylamine (1 ml). Crystals were obtained by recrystallization from dimethylformamide.
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map, and were refined with distance restraints of C-H 1.00 Å and N-H 0.88 Å; their temperature factors were freely refined.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot of Zn(C 17 H 14 ClN 2 O). Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level, and H atoms are shown as spheres of arbitrary radii.
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